Messrs. Editors :?I owe your readers an apology for so long deferring my annual account of the progress of your -western brotherhood. The best I can make is to state the truth, I have been very much indisposed?to the use of the pen, and am even yet an invalid. Still the advantage derived by the profession from your publishing my first report, which opened up the discussion on professional patents, followed as it was by the admission of the views of many others pro and con, by which some were taught that they could not shut out the light of the press, however easy it might be to trample on the rights of the individual or throw their weight into the balance they had formerly unmercifully kicked?prompts me to continue the reports. Fear 
